GLEANINGS

WHEN WERE YOU BORN?

Salvation is obtained through faith. The people who were saved before the
crucifixion did not need to exercise any more faith to believe He would die than we
exercise by believing He has died (please read article GE-3- God’s Plan Of Salvation).

Every human being is a part of God’s creation. Being a member of God’s
creation, however, does not make a person a member of God’s family. In order to become
a child of God, you must be born into the family of God. Please make sure you are one
of God's children. Have you ever gone to God in prayer and asked God to forgive you of
the sins you have committed? Have you asked that the payment Christ provided on the
cross pay for the sin debt you owe? Have you made your appeal through saving faith,
that is, confessing to God there is nothing you can do to earn eternal life (2" Timothy
1:8-10)? Please consider that if a person's appeal to God is through the sacrifice of
Christ plus good works after salvation or the sacrifice of Christ plus water baptism or
church membership, they are not putting complete faith and trust in Jesus Christ as their
Savior. They are saying that between what Christ did on the cross and what they will do
by being baptized or by joining a church, they will be saved. God tells us in the book of
Ephesians however:

"For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not from yourselves,
for it is the gift of God; not as the outcome of works lest anyone may boast.” Ephesians
2:8-9 — Confraternity—Douay Version (Saint Joseph New Catholic Edition).

You have been reading article GE-04. Did you miss an article? Free reprints of
past articles are available by calling Robert Tanner, Bayou Rouge Baptist Church,
Evergreen, La., (318) 939-2218. Please specify the article numbers with your request.
You may also find them on the World Wide Web at http://www.bayourouge.net or you
may find us by typing www.bayourouge.net into the box of your search engine.



